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l h e  TIo~iorablc Michael K Powell 

445 12th Streer SW 

, . I . ,  . /1/ i ,  , /  .< I: ,. , , : ,. : ,, ,. ., , ~, I itiI Federal Conimuniciilions Cominissinn 

Wachingroii, LIC 21153 

Dear Chairman Powell. 

As i l i c  K C  complctcs its Tricnniill Rcvicw of lhc Tclecoin Act of 1996, thc fiiturc of lwnl 
phone competition IS iii serious jeopardy, whilc consiiineis and smell businesses arc left 
trcading in iinccrtain watcrs. On behalforthe James Madisoil Inslitutc, I urgc thc Fcderal 
<.'ornniunications Conimicsion (FCC) to staiid up fox compctition and support stare aiilhorilq 
in the telc~oniiiiiinications indiislry, by cnforcing the market opening provisions of the 
Telecom Act 

,K. I . ,  >>\, ,  ,:~, 

As you know. Ihe l'elccom Acl of 1996 providcd tliat the Bell monopolies inust lase 
capacity Lo cumpcritors o n  their publicly stibsidized nelworks. In sialcs where Ihe Unbundled 
Nclwork tlciiient-Platrorin (IJNt-1') tias bccn allowcd to work, consuiiiers have b c y n  lo 
reap thc hcncfils of compclilion - Io\vcr p r i m  a n d  bclter servicc. 

It is our view that the FCC should not be changing the agrccd upon bi-partisan rules refleclcd 
III the 'I'clccorn Act. nor should the Comniission be considering usurping the powcr of  statc 
utility commissions to establish policics they bclicvc will result in a coinpctilive landscape 
foi~ tlicir residcnts We believe that m t c  coinmisioiis  arc in the bcsl position Lo cnforce and 
inamain  thc UNE-P rcqiiircnienls and upliold thc Tclccom Act, relat ivc tu the Indlvidudl 
sialc's tclccomiiiunications markct. UNB-P IS an essential inslrument in  stimulating 
cvinpelition in local phonc servicc, and s11oii1d bc laudcd. not abolished. I f  UNE-P were 
climinaled at this point, the tclccomrmmicalions i nduwy  would find itsclf in Luriiioil and 
coinpclition would hccoinc non-chistent. 

Thc FCC should uphold the 7elcconiii!iinications Acl of I996 by iiiainiaiiiing thc U N W  
component fo i  Ihc differciil stales I urgc you to support thc idcals offcdcralism ;ind preserve 
local phonc coinpctilion through thc current UNL-P slructurc. 

Sincerely. 

Pctcr Schorsch 
Scnior Wrrlerand I'oiicy Analyst 


